
ETHERLEY LANE NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

POLICY FOR THE PRIME AREA OF PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT  
 

Introduction 
The staff and Governors of Etherley Lane Nursery School believe that 
children need  high quality provision that allows them to be active, improve 
their physical skills and understand the importance of keeping safe and 
healthy. 
 
Scope 

This policy statement of Etherley Lane Nursery relates to all staff, children, 
governors, parents/carers.  The school will promote the principles of this 
policy in all dealings with shared providers and other agencies. 
 
Definition 
This policy will shape the practice in this setting to ensure that children are 
supported in developing the confidence and dispositions to achieve in both 
aspects of Physical Development.  
 
Rationale 
This policy will ensure that all practitioners make reference to the Early Years 
Foundation Stage document as a basis for all daily practice.  This will ensure 
that the setting pays attention to:-   

 Allowing sufficient space and providing resources and equipment that 
is sufficiently challenging and interesting 

 Meeting the needs of individual children 

 Working together with a broad range of partners, particularly those who 
are involved in promoting children’s health and safety  

 Extending children’s skills, especially co-ordination and control. 

 Providing opportunities for co-operation and teamwork 
 
Entitlement 
This policy applies to all practitioners, children and parents/carers regardless 
of age, gender, ethnicity or ability including children with special educational 
needs.  The Physical curriculum will be tailored to meet the needs of children 
according to their background, stage of development and interests. 
The curriculum will provide experiences and opportunities that cover all 
aspects of Physical development through both the indoor and the outdoor 
environments paying attention to the development of the characteristics of 
learning.  Observational assessment will be used for future planning and to 
ensure progression and continuity. 
 
 
Aims  
The staff and Governors are fully committed to the delivery of high quality 
Physical development teaching and learning experiences; we aim to do this 
by:- 

 Working in partnership with families and other providers and other 
agencies 



 Ensuring that we provide rich, stimulating, challenging, well resourced 
and safe environments which respond to children’s needs and interests 

 Observing, assessing and then planning to meet the needs of 
individual, groups and classes of children for all aspects of Physical 
development 

 Providing a broad range of experiences and activities that allow 
children to become skilful and confident. 
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